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Society secures prime location for Leeds city centre branch  

Leeds Building Society has announced it will move its Leeds city centre branch to new, larger 
premises when it relocates to a new head office next year. 

Buying a prime site on Commercial Street for the largest branch in its network is part of the Society’s 
investment in its operations and future in the city, as it leaves Albion Street after more than 80 years. 

Extensive work to fit out of the former Monsoon shop will begin shortly, with the Society due to move 
in next year. 

There will be no disruption to service as the current branch on the corner of Albion Street and The 
Headrow will remain open until the new premises are ready. 

Richard Fearon, Chief Executive Officer at Leeds Building Society, said: “This news reflects our 
commitment to Leeds and I’m pleased our business, which has served the local community for over 
140 years, has been able to secure this prominent and prestigious site. 

“We’ve been based in the heart of the city since 1886 and on our current site since the 1930s, so 
have invested a great deal of time and effort to identify a prime location for what is our biggest 
branch. 

“The building we’ve chosen is in a great, central location, easily accessible and amongst many other 
national high street brands in one of the busiest parts of the city. 

“We know how much our friendly face-to-face service is appreciated by our members and the Society 
remains committed to providing a sustainable branch network to help our members save. 

“This new central Leeds branch and our new head office represent a significant investment in the 
future of the Society and a major commitment to the city of Leeds in the long term. 

”We look forward to welcoming new and existing customers to our new home when we open in 
Commercial Street next year.” 

Work continues on Leeds Building Society’s new riverside head office in Sovereign Street in 
readiness for the big move in spring 2021. 

The new head office will offer flexible space for the long term, to bring together the Society’s office 
and operations functions currently spread across three city centre locations. 

This will help to improve efficiency as well as reducing operating costs and the Society’s carbon 
footprint. 

Ends   



Notes to Editors 

The Society operates throughout the UK and had assets of £20.5bn at 30 June 2020 (£20.7bn at 30 
June 2019). The UK’s fifth-largest mutual has its head office in the centre of Leeds, where it has been 
based since 1886. 

The Society won the title of Best Shared Ownership Mortgage Lender in the 2020 What Mortgage 
Awards, its fifth consecutive year of success in this category. It also received a Gold Ribbon from 
Fairer Finance for savings accounts for the third year running, based on customer happiness and 
trust, along with the ability to explain things clearly. 

 


